
 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NASSAU COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 PETER J. SCHMITT, 
 PRESIDING OFFICER 
 
 
 
 
 RULES COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 

PETER J. SCHMITT, 
CHAIRMAN 

 
 

 
 

1550 Franklin Avenue 
 Mineola, New York  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 June 25, 2012 
 4:51 p.m.  



 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  2 

  A P P E A R A N C E S:  
 
  PETER J. SCHMITT  
   Chair  
 
  HOWARD KOPEL 
 
  DENNIS DUNNE  (Not Present) 
 
  VINCENT MUSCARELLA  (Sitting in for Dennis Dunne)  
 
  ROSE MARIE WALKER 
 
  KEVAN ABRAHAMS 
   Ranking  
 
  JUDY JACOBS  
 
  WAYNE WINK 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  3 

LIST OF SPEAKERS  
 

 
ERIC ZAUSNER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  8 
 
MARTIN VOLK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . 45 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  4 

 
INSERTS TO TRANSCRIPT 

 
 
Page 38, Line 9 through Page 45, Line 2 
 
 
 
 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  5 Rules Committee – 6 - 25- 12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  C le rk ,  wou ld  you  2 

p lease  ca l l  t he  ro l l ?  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  4 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .  5 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Here .  7 

 CLERK MULLER:    Rank ing  Member  Abrahams?  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Here .  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  10 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a ,  12 

subs t i tu t i ng  fo r  Leg is la to r  Dunne.  13 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Here .  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    V i ce  Cha i rman  Kope l?  15 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  16 

 CLERK MULLER:    Cha i rman  Schmi t t?  17 

 LEGISLATOR SCHMITT :      He re .  18 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A l l  r i gh t .   We ' re  20 

go ing  to  do  the  cont rac ts ,  as  we  norma l l y  d o ,  and 21 

then  we ' l l  s tand  in  recess  wh i le  the  o ther  22 

commi t tees  have  the i r  meet ings .  23 

 Now we ' re  go ing  to  go  to  - -  l e t  me  do i t  24 

th is  way .   There  a re  a  bunch  o f  cont rac ts  o n  tha t  25 
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I  am recommending  to  the  commi t tee .   The re  a re  a  2 

bunch o f  con t rac ts  on  fo r  va r ious  se rv ices  tha t  3 

have  in  them the  r igh t  t o  ex tend  the  con t ra c t  fo r  4 

seve ra l  years ,  two  yea r  ex tens ions  o r  th ree  years  5 

ex tens ions  w i thout  hav ing  to  come back  to  t he  6 

Ru les  Commi t tee .   That 's  unaccep tab le  to  us .   We 7 

have  con t rac ts  coming he re  fo r  app rova l  was  fo r  8 

l eg i s la t i ve  ove rs igh t .   Bu t  we  have in  the  9 

ag reemen t ,  i n  the  au thor iza t i on  fo r  cont rac t s  to  10 

come here  the re  is  wha t  we  ca l l  the  45 -day  r u le .   11 

I f  t he re  i s  no  ac t ion  taken w i th in  45  days  on  E 12 

cont rac ts ,  t hey  are  deemed  passed.   So  un t i l  we 13 

can co r rec t  t hese,  I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  the  i ndu lgence 14 

o f  t he  Ru les  Commi t tee ,  I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  t hem 15 

a l l  toge ther .    16 

 The eas ies t  way  to  do  th is  i s  to  ca l l  E-17 

129,  wh ich  i s  a  cont rac t  be tween  IT  and Car eerArc  18 

Group;  E -136 ,  wh ich  is  a  cont rac t  be tween DP W and 19 

Mark  Des ign  S tud ios  Arch i tec tu re ;  E-140 be t ween 20 

DPW and RBA Group;  E -141  be tween  DPW and  FST ;  E-21 

150 be tween the  Coun ty  A t to rney  and Leventh a l  and 22 

S l iney ,  LLP;  E-154  be tween  IT  and Un iversa l  23 

Management  Techno logy  So lu t i ons .  24 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  pu t  these on  the  25 
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tab le ,  p lease .  2 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  3 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  5 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  6 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  tab le  these,  wh ich  7 

i s  non -debatab le .  8 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  9 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Second .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  11 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Kope l .   12 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  tab l ing  p lease  say  13 

aye.  14 

 (Aye . )  15 

 Any  opposed?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 The i t ems are  tab led .   As  soon  as  the  18 

cont rac ts  can  be  changed  to  re f l ec t  e i ther  a  one -19 

year  con t rac t  o r  renewals  sub jec t  to  the  app rova l  20 

o f  t he  Ru les  Commi t tee ,  we ' l l  be  happy  to  21 

recons ider  them in  a  very  t ime ly  manner .  22 

 Next  I tem is  E-142 ,  be tween D EM and 23 

Sw i f tReach  Ne tworks .   Th is  amendment  adds  f und ing  24 

fo r  ac t i va t i on  fee  o f  $94,300 .  25 
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 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    So m oved.  3 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  5 

Muscare l la ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Walke r .  6 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  Who  i s  up  7 

there?  8 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:   E r ic  Zausner ,  Emergency  9 

Management .   10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He l l o .  11 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    Good a f te rnoon ,  P res id ing  12 

O f f i ce r .   Th i s  i s  jus t  a  - -  w e 'd  l i ke  to  do  a  13 

cont rac t  amendment  add ing  ano the r  $94,000 t o  the  14 

cont rac t  w i th  Sw i f tReach  Networks  to  pay  fo r  15 

ac t i va t i on  ca l l s  s ince  November  2011 .   And 16 

hope fu l l y  w i th  our  new pay -on e-p r i ce  tha t  w i l l  be  17 

go ing  fo rward  soon ,  we  w i l l  no t  be  do ing  th ese  18 

anymore .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  ques t ions?  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Yeah.   I  do .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  W ink .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Wha t  ca l l s  were  made 23 

a f te r  November  2011?  24 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    A f te r  November  2011 ,  I  d id  25 
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- -  I  hope you rece ived  a  pack e t  tha t  we subm i t ted  2 

to  Leg is la to r  Denenberg .   I  know we 'd  e-mai l ed  i t  3 

to  a l l  o f  the  o the r  leg i s la to rs .   They  were  town  4 

ha l l  ca l l s ,  as  we l l  as  a  coun tyw ide  ca l l  - -  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Town ha l l  ca l l s  f o r  6 

the  sewer  t rea tmen t  p r iva t iza t ion?  7 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    I  don ' t  be l ieve  so .   I ' d  8 

have  to  check .  9 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    For  po l i ce  prec inc t  10 

c losures?  11 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    One  o f  the  ca l l s  ac tua l l y  12 

was a  pub l ic  awareness  ca l l ;  t ha t  was au tho r ized  13 

by  the  Commiss ione r  o f  Emergency  Management ,  and  14 

a t  t he  reques t  o f  the  ac t i ng  po l i ce  commiss ioner  15 

and the  admin is t ra t i on ,  to  u t i l i ze  Swi f tRea ch as  16 

a  pub l ic  awareness  message  in  l i gh t  o f  pub l i c  17 

hys ter ia  b rough t  about  by  a  fear  monger ing  18 

campaign  in  oppos i t i on  to  p re c inc t  res t ruc tu r ing .   19 

The message - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Zausner ,  you ' re  no  21 

v i rg in  to  po l i t i cs .   I  t h ink  you  fu l l y  unde rs tand 22 

the  po l i t i ca l  na tu re  and  impor t  o f  t ha t  tex t  t ha t  23 

you jus t  s ta r ted  read ing .  24 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    Excuse me ,  Leg is la to r .   25 
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What  I  was  say ing  is  t ha t  th i s  was  a  no t i f i ca t ion  2 

ca l l  t o  res iden ts  no t i f y ing  them o f  a  po ten t ia l  3 

p rec inc ts  rea l i gnmen t  and tha t  t he i r  po l i ce  4 

se rv ices  wou ld  no t  be  a f fec ted  s ince  po l i ce  5 

cove rage  and  pub l i c  sa fe ty  i s  a  top  pr io r i t y  o f  6 

the  admin i s t ra t i on .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And we  f i nd  tha t  8 

pe r fec t l y  p ruden t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I t ' s  in te res t ing  how 10 

none  o f  tha t  was  w i th in  the  f i rs t  25  words  you  11 

read .  12 

 Th is  i s  the  p rob lem I  have  w i th  13 

Sw i f tReach  and w i th  any  o f  t hese  p rograms.   Pay-14 

one-pr ice  does  no t  have l i cen se to  tha t  k ind  o f  15 

message.   The  fac t  t ha t  i t ' s  no t  us ing  g ran t  16 

funds  or  i t  may  no t  be  us ing  g ran t  f unds  - -  I  17 

th ink  the  d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  i s  i nves t i ga t in g  tha t  18 

r i gh t  now - -  does  no t  in  any  way ,  shape,  o r  fo rm 19 

make  i t  okay  because  i t ' s  s imp ly  pay -one-pr i ce ,  20 

use i t  a l l  you  wan t  fo r  pa r t i san  purposes .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ho ld  on .   Pa r t i san  22 

pu rposes .   You th ink  tha t  no t i f y ing  members  o f  23 

the  pub l ic  by  the  Sw i f tReach  Program,  tha t  24 

there ' s  a  p rec inc t  rea l i gnmen t  tak ing  p lace  25 
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tha t ' s  go ing  to  a f fec t  t he i r  communi t i es  and  to  2 

i n fo rm them as  to  what  i t  i s  and  to  reassur e  them 3 

tha t  t he re  w i l l  be  no  impact  on  pub l ic  sa fe ty ,  4 

acco rd ing  to  the  po l i ce  commiss ioner ,  i s  pa r t i san  5 

pu rposes?  6 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    By  s ta r t i ng  w i th  the  7 

fear  monger ing  i s  go ing  on  i n  your  ne ighbor hood,  8 

you don ' t  th ink  tha t  i s  pa r t i san  i n  any  way ,  9 

shape,  o r  fo rm,  Mr .  Pres id ing  Of f i ce r?  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  go t  l i t e ra tu re  11 

s tu f fed  in  my  door ,  as  eve ry  res iden t  in  th i s  12 

coun ty  d id ,  uns igned  l i t e ra tu re  tha t  we kno w 13 

where  i t  came f rom and  who  wa lked the  s t ree t s  14 

d i s t r i bu t i ng  i t ,  warn ing  o f  t he  most  d i re  15 

consequences  o f  c r im ina ls  roaming f ree ,  o f  peop le  16 

charged w i th  c r imes be ing  taken to  the  p rec inc ts  17 

and be ing  re leased  in to  the  s t ree ts  o f  t he  18 

res ident ia l  ne ighborhoods.   I ' d  ca l l  t ha t  f ear  19 

monger ing .   But ,  nonethe less ,  the  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Was  any  o f  tha t  i s  a  21 

resu l t  o f  taxpayer  do l la rs  be ing  spent?  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  have  no  way o f  23 

te l l ing  you i f  i t  was  or  no t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Th i s  I  can  te l l  you  25 
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was pa id  fo r  by  taxpayer  do l l a rs .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Abso lu te l y  cor rec t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Apparen t l y  $94,000 4 

wor th  o f  t axpayer  do l l a rs .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And I  can  say  to  you  6 

tha t  when the  po l i ce  commiss ione r  o r  t he  7 

commiss ioner  o f  DPW,  regard ing  a  f lood ing  8 

s i tua t ion  or  any th ing  e l se  th a t  migh t  take  p lace  9 

i n  th i s  coun ty ,  when  the  appropr ia te  peop le  come 10 

fo rward  and say  there ' s  a  need  to  no t i f y  an d  11 

reassu re  the  res iden ts  tha t  whatever  i s  go i ng  on  12 

i s  per fec t ly  okay  and they ' re  sa fe  i n  the i r  13 

houses  o r  they  shou ld  leave the i r  houses  or  14 

whatever  the  case may be ,  i s  per fec t ly  p rude nt .   15 

I  unders tand  i t ' s  no t  the  vo i ce  o f  one  o f  t he  16 

m ino r i ty  on  the  phone say ing ,  you know,  lea ve 17 

your  house  o r  do  wha teve r  you  have  to  do .   I t ' s  18 

ce r ta in l y  cheaper  than  do ing  i t  by  mai l .   A nd I  19 

th ink  i t ' s  a  pe r fec t ly  p ruden t  expend i tu re .  20 

 Does  i t  have  to  be  watched?  Yes .   I s  21 

there  tempta t ion  to  go  too  fa r?   Yes .   And tha t ' s  22 

what  we ' re  he re  fo r .  23 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    A f te r  t he  fac t  to  24 

ra t i f y  $94 ,000 be ing  spent  on  tha t  ca l l .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  i s  an  imper fec t  2 

wor ld .  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    You  know what?   I t ' s  4 

an  imper fec t  wor ld  tha t  I  don ' t  have  to  s ig n  on  5 

to .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  r i gh t .   You  7 

don ’ t .   Go  ahead .   You  have a  vo te ,  I  sugge s t  you 8 

use i t .  9 

 Anybody e l se?  10 

 MR.  ZAUSMER:    Mr .  P res id ing  O f f i cer  - -  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' re  f i n i shed  on  12 

tha t .  13 

 MR.  ZAUSMER:    I  j us t  wanted  to  te l l  you  14 

tha t  t he  94 ,000  is  the  en t i re  package no t  j us t  15 

tha t  one  ca l l .  16 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    So tha t  makes  i t  okay?  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  I  may.  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Abrahams.  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  you  can,  t e l l  21 

us  the  o ther  ca l l s  t ha t  were  made.  22 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    The  o ther  ca l l s  as  I  23 

ment ioned be fore  were  submi t ted  to  you  in  y our  24 

packets .   They  were  - -  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Th i s  i s  f o r  t he  2 

reco rd ,  s i r ,  j us t  so  you  know .  3 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    Abso lu te l y .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  know you 5 

submi t ted  a  packet ,  bu t  the  packet  can ' t  sp eak  6 

fo r  yourse l f .  7 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    Wou ld  you  l i ke  the  package 8 

submi t ted  on  the  record  as  we l l?  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  you  cou ld  do  10 

tha t ,  tha t  wou ld  be  grea t .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yes .   I  wou ld  l i ke  12 

tha t .  13 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    I  can  cer ta in l y  ge t  cop ies  14 

aga in  to  submi t  fo r  the  reco rd .   I  w i l l  sub mi t  i t  15 

to  you  by  e-ma i l .   Tha t ' s  no  p rob lem.  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  you  can g i ve  us  17 

some examp les  wh i l e  we ' re  he re .  18 

 MR.  ZAUSMER:     Su re .   Some o f  t hem were  19 

town  ha l l  mee t ings  i n  va r ious  p laces  th roug hou t  20 

the  coun ty .  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Wha t ' s  the  22 

pu rpose?  23 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    I t ' s  a  way o f  t he  24 

admin i s t ra t i on  mee t ing  - -  hav ing  rep resenta t ives  25 
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o f  var ious  agenc ies  meet ing  w i th  cons t i t uen ts  in  2 

a  g i ven area  so  tha t  t hey  can  address  spec i f i c  3 

res ident  p rob lems or  ques t ions .  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    So no  top ics  a t  5 

these meet ings ,  jus t  var ious  i ssues .  6 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    The re  a re  d i f f e ren t  agency  7 

reps  a t  the  var ious  ones ,  Leg is la to r .   8 

Un fo r tunate l y ,  I  had  no t  a t tended one,  so  I  9 

cou ldn ’ t  t e l l  you  exac t l y  wha t  top ics  a re  b rough t  10 

up  a t  each  one.   I  know i t  i s  va r ious  d i f fe ren t  11 

coun ty  agenc ies  tha t  a re  rep resented  a t  the se 12 

d i f f e ren t  town ha l l  meet ings .  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I 'm  jus t  a  l i t t le  14 

b i t  concerned .   You ' re  f rom the  Of f i ce  o f  15 

Emergency  Management ,  co r rec t?  16 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    Yes .  17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Was  emergency  18 

management  d i scussed  a t  any  o f  t hese  par t i cu la r  19 

town  ha l l  mee t ings?  20 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:   As  I  sa id ,  Leg is la to r ,  I  21 

was no t  a t  t hose  mee t ings .  22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Wou ld  you  f ind  i t  23 

concern ing  tha t  they  can  be  ta lk ing  abou t  s tu f f  24 

tha t  doesn ' t  conce rn  the  O f f i ce  o f  Emergenc y  25 
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Management  bu t  here  you are  t o  speak  on  beha l f  o f  2 

these ca l l s  t ha t  were  made?  3 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    As  I  sa id ,  Leg is la to r .   I  4 

wasn ' t  t he re .   I 'm  no t  sure  what  was  sa id  a t  5 

those meet ings .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  know you weren ' t  7 

there ;  you  es tab l i shed  tha t .   I 'm no t  ask in g  you  8 

whethe r  you were  the re .   I 'm  ask ing  you do  you  9 

f i nd  i t  conce rn ing  tha t  you a re  he re  to  ta l k  10 

abou t  an  i tem o f  $94 ,300  o f  wh ich  tha t  i tem  has  11 

ca l l s  tha t  were  made  tha t  has  no th ing  to  do  w i th  12 

your  o f f i ce?  13 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    I  t h ink  tha t  a  lo t  o f  14 

res idents  have var ious  concerns .   I  know tha t  I  15 

a t tended  a  communi ty  mee t ing  tha t  we  d id  no t  make 16 

a  ca l l  f o r  t ha t  was ac tua l l y  sponsored  by  17 

Leg is la to r  Kope l  where  a  l o t  o f  peop le  had i ssues  18 

tha t  d id  rega rd  ou r  spec i f i c  o f f i ce ,  w i th  19 

f l ood ing  and  wan t  no t ,  who  m ight  no t  have h ad the  20 

ab i l i t y  to  comment  on  issues  i f  no t  g i ven a  21 

fo rum.   And I  wou ld  l i ke  to  be l i eve  tha t  th i s  i s  22 

g i v ing  those  res iden ts  a  fo rum tha t  cou ld  23 

abso lu te ly  be  rega rd ing  emergency  managemen t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  t o ta l l y  agree  25 
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w i th  tha t  fo rm.   I  j us t  have  a  p rob lem - -  an d i f  2 

you can go  th rough  a  coup le  more  examp les  t ha t  3 

wou ld  be  g rea t .   I  j us t  have  a  p rob lem when  the  4 

i t em i s  no t  t ied  to  what  you r  o f f i ce  p rov id es ,  i n  5 

te rms o f  serv ices  - -  f lood ing ,  po l i ce .   I  m ean ,  6 

you can make  a  s t re t ch ,  the  po l i ce ,  tha t ' s  okay .   7 

Bu t  obv ious l y ,  I  t h ink  any th ing  in  regards  to  the  8 

ve ry  i tems  tha t  we  were  ta lk ing  abou t  today ,  j us t  9 

seems to  me to  be  an  abuse  o f  the  ca l l .   I ' m  10 

ask ing  do  you  have  a  concern  w i th  tha t .  11 

 Obv ious l y ,  you  wou ld  wan t  to  make su re  - -  12 

I  mean ,  you coming  f rom the  O f f i ce  o f  Emerge ncy  13 

Management ,  I  wou ld  t r y  to  th ink  tha t  when you  14 

make  tha t  ca l l  t o  a  res ident ' s  house  tha t  t he  15 

pe rson  doesn ' t  s ta r t  t o  th ink  tha t  t he  coun ty  i s  16 

c ry ing  wo l f ,  tha t  every  t ime  they  ge t  a  ca l l  f rom 17 

the  coun ty ,  t hey ' re  go ing  to  s ta r t  t o  ignore  i t  18 

because i t ' s  rea l l y  no t  am emergency .   So m y  19 

concern  is ,  obv ious l y  f rom your  s tandpo in t ,  tha t  20 

the  coun ty  i s  us ing  a  sys tem to  make  ca l l s  f o r  21 

town  ha l l  mee t ings  to  come down and hear  ab out  22 

your  park ,  o r  whatever  the  town ha l l  mee t in g  i s  23 

d i scuss ing ,  I  t h ink  i t  l oses  i t s  emphas is  an d i t  24 

l oses  i t s  pu rpose.    25 
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 So ,  f rom our  s tandpo in t ,  a re  you  2 

concerned w i th  be ing  ab le  to  de l i ver  you r  m essage 3 

when  you  rea l l y  need  to?   Say ,  f o r  examp le ,  i f  4 

i t ' s  a  hur r i cane  evacuat ion  o r  i f  i t ' s  some th ing  5 

rega rd ing  to  f l ood ing ,  where  you  have to  ge t  6 

i n fo rmat ion  to  peop le ,  you  wan t  to  make sur e  i t s  7 

reached by  them and no t  - -  and  they  don ' t  t u ne  8 

ou t .   Because  I  can  te l l  you  r igh t  now,  whe n  I  9 

ge t  au tomated  messages  to  the  house,  i f  i t ' s  10 

someth ing  tha t ' s  repet i t i ve ,  we tune  ou t .   A nd  I  11 

j us t  wan t  to  make su re  tha t  when  we say  i t ' s  an  12 

emergency ,  i t  r ea l l y  i s  an  emergency .   So I  jus t  13 

wanted  to  make sure  f rom your  s tandpo in t  an d  you r  14 

o f f i ce ,  a re  you  concerned abou t  i t  be ing  us ed fo r  15 

o the r  th ings  o ther  than non-e mergency  pa r t i c u la r  16 

t ype  o f  even ts .  17 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    Leg is la to r ,  I  can  18 

ce r ta in l y  take  back  your  concerns  to  the  19 

commiss ioner  o f  emergency  management .   And I  d id  20 

speak to  h im  ea r l i e r  t oday  and  he  regre ts  t ha t  he  21 

wasn ' t  ab le  to  be  he re .   But  t he re  i s  a  ser ious  22 

weathe r  cond i t i on  mov ing  i n to  Nassau  County ,  and  23 

tha t ' s  why  he 's  no t  he re  th i s  a f te rnoon.   B u t  I  24 

can ce r ta in l y  take  you r  concerns  back  to  h i m .   25 
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And in  f ron t  o f  the  Fu l l  Leg  I  can  cer ta in l y  have 2 

someth ing  fo r  you.  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you .   4 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  Schm i t t ,  may I  5 

ask  one ques t ion?  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Oh ,  I 'm so r ry .   I  7 

tuned ou t .   Yes .   Mrs .  Jacobs .  8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  am te l l ing  you,  9 

I 'm go ing  to  wr i te  a  book  some day ,  bu t  no  one 's  10 

buy ing  i t .   I  know i t .   They  won ' t  be l ieve  i t .  11 

 A re  these re la ted  to  the  v ide o  town ha l l  12 

meet ings  where  peop le  can ca l l  i n  to  g ive  t he i r  13 

op in ion?  14 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    Hones t l y ,  Leg is la to r ,  I  am 15 

no t  su re .   That ' s  someth ing  I  wou ld  de f i n i t e ly  16 

have  to  f i nd  ou t  f o r  you .   I  know tha t  a  fe w  o f  17 

the  town  ha l l  meet ings ,  they ' re  a t  spec i f i c  18 

l oca t i ons ,  and we do  them by  - -  I  know they ' re  19 

done  by  geograph ic  a rea .   L i ke ,  I  know we d id  20 

ones  in  Hewle t t ,  Hemps tead ,  Rockv i l l e  Cent r e ,  21 

Un ionda le .   So I 'm  not  qu i te  sure  i f  t hose a re  22 

v ideo ones  o r  j us t  i n  spec i f i c  l oca t ions .  23 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  agree  w i th  my  24 

co l l eagues .   I t ' s  jus t  a  concern  because  we  had 25 
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an  ins tance,  hav ing  no th ing  to  do  w i th  th is  no r  2 

does  i t  need  any  descr ip t i on ,  where  i t  was  be ing  3 

used  fo r  someth ing  tha t  rea l l y  - -  i t ' s  supp osed 4 

to  be  an  emergency  no t i f i ca t i on  sys tem,  and  is  5 

be ing  used  fo r  someth ing  tha t  rea l l y  wasn ' t  an  6 

emergency ,  no t  a  no t i f i ca t ion  o f  any  emerge ncy .   7 

I t  was  sor t  o f  an  in te rp re ta t i on  o f  what  th ey  8 

though t  i t  was .   And  I  t h ink  I  agree  w i th  w hat  9 

was jus t  sa id ,  i t  rea l l y  has  to  be  - -  we  hav e to  10 

be  very  ca re fu l .   Peop le  hear  emergency  11 

no t i f i ca t i on  and  they  th ink  the  wor ld  i s  co ming 12 

to  an  end.   Tha t  shou ld  be  wea ther  re la ted .   I t  13 

shou ld  be ,  God fo rb id ,  any th ing  tha t ' s  rea l l y  14 

se r ious  no t  because we ' re  hav ing  a  town ha l l  15 

meet ing .  16 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    I  can  cer ta in l y  take  back  17 

your  concerns  to  the  commiss ione r .   Bu t  I  w ou ld  18 

j us t  l i ke  to  po in t  ou t  t ha t  as  a  FEMA grant  19 

rec ip ien t ,  FEMA requ i res ,  as  my co l l eague M r .  20 

De laney  tes t i f i ed  las t  week,  t ha t  we  need t o  have 21 

a  capab i l i t y  o f  an  emergency  no t i f i ca t ion  s ys tem,  22 

wh ich  is  - -  23 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Abso lu te l y .  24 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    wha t  the  requ i remen ts  o f  25 
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the  fede ra l  gove rnment  a re  on  us .   And  once  we  2 

have  sa t is f i ed  tha t  capab i l i t y ,  i t ' s  no t  qu i te  as  3 

s t r i c t  t ha t  you  must  use  on ly  fo r  hu r r icane s  o r  4 

th ings  l i ke  tha t .   I t ' s  more  tha t  you have to  5 

have  the  capab i l i t y  to  no t i f y  res idents  in  the  6 

even t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  unders tand tha t .   8 

And I  don ' t  mean  to  be labo r  i t .   Ac tua l l y ,  I  do  9 

unders tand  tha t .   Bu t  I 'm say ing  tha t  i t ' s  a  very  10 

f i ne  l i ke  you  wa lk  be tween  wha t ' s  t ru l y  an  11 

emergency  no t i f i ca t i on  and  wh a t ' s  be ing  used  fo r  12 

some o ther  reason.  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  wou ld  assume - -  I 'm 14 

no t  look ing  fo r  an  answer  fo r  th is ,  I 'm jus t  15 

g i v ing  you  a  suggest ion .   I 'm  su re  i t ' s  a l r eady  16 

i n  p lace ,  because i t  wou ld  be  foo l i sh ,  i n  m y  17 

op in ion ,  no t  to  use  a  sys tem tha t  we  have pa id  18 

fo r ,  t o  no t i f y  res iden ts  o f  va r ious  even ts .   But  19 

I  wou ld  assume tha t  a  te lephone ca l l  t o  no t i f y  - -  20 

I  l i ve  i n  Massapequa ,  in  an  a rea  where  i f  t he  b ig  21 

one ever  comes,  tha t  t hey  keep  ta l k ing  abou t ,  22 

where  the  ba r r i e r  beach is  b reached,  we wou l d  be  23 

underwater  where  I  l i ve .   So  I  wou ld  th ink  i f  24 

there  was a  b ig  one coming  tha t  had the  po t en t ia l  25 
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to  b reach the  ba r r ie r  and we  were  go ing  to  be  2 

f l ooded and peop le  were  be ing  no t i f i ed  and u rged  3 

to  l eave  the i r  home,  tha t  the re  wou ld  be  a  4 

ce r ta in  tone  and  tenor  to  the  te lephone ca l l ,  5 

l i ke  maybe  a t  t he  beg inn ing  tha t  t h i s  i s  an  6 

emergency  and  pay  a t ten t ion ,  as  opposed to  7 

ca l l ing  me  to  te l l  me tha t  t he re 's  a  commun i ty  8 

meet ing  abou t  a  p roposed  someth ing  o r  o ther  in  my 9 

a rea  tha t  I  m igh t  want  to  be  aware  o f  and a t tend .   10 

I  th ink  there  wou ld  be  a  d i f f e rence be tween  those 11 

two messages ,  wou ld  there  no t  be?  12 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    I  am su re  the re  i s .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  wou ld  hope  so .  14 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    I  am no t  the  one who 15 

ac tua l l y  reco rds  the  ca l l s .   Bu t  I  wou ld  be  16 

p re t ty  sure  tha t  t he re  i s  someth ing ,  de f in i t e l y ,  17 

a t  t he  very  l eas t ,  i n  the  tex t  o f  the  messa ge 18 

say ing  we are  sugges t ing  you  vo lun ta r i l y  ev acuate  19 

o r  someth ing  to  tha t  na ture ,  I 'm  sure .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Exac t l y .  21 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    So,  i n  o the r  words ,  i f  22 

th is  were  an  ac tua l  emergency ,  my vo ice  wou ld  be  23 

a  lo t  louder  and  a  l o t  more  se r ious .   I s  th a t  24 

rea l l y  t he  s tandard  we ' re  go ing  to  use  on  t h is?  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No t  louder  and  more  2 

o f  an  emergency .   Th is  i s  an  - -  l i ke  the  o ld  days  3 

- -  you ' re  p robab ly  too  young to  remember  th i s .   4 

Where  you go t  t he  beep ing  and  th is  i s  an  5 

emergency .   Th i s  i s  no t  a  tes t .   Th i s  i s  an  6 

emergency .   To  k ind  o f  ge t  you r  in te res t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  d idn ' t  hear  the  8 

emergency  pa r t .   Bu t  I  know the  o ld  rou t ine ,  t he  9 

tes t .   Th i s  i s  on l y  a  tes t .   I f  i t  were  an  ac tua l  10 

emergency ,  t h is  wou ld  be  fo l l owed w i th  11 

i ns t ruc t ions .   Wha t  you ' re  suggest ing ,  t hou gh,  i s  12 

tha t  somehow the  tone and the  teno r  o f  t he  13 

message wou ld  be  d i f fe ren t  i f  i t  were  a  rea l  14 

emergency ,  as  opposed to  ca l l i ng  fo r  a  town  ha l l  15 

meet ing  or  someth ing .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Cer ta in l y .  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    The  p rob lem i s  tha t ,  18 

aga in ,  as  Leg is la to r  Abrahams po in ted  ou t ,  t he  19 

more  we use th i s  and  the  more  we  use  i t  fo r  non-20 

emergency  re la ted  i t ems,  the  l ess  s ign i f i ca n t  the  21 

emergency ' s  s ta tu re  is  when,  i n  fac t ,  i t  i s  22 

necessary  as  an  emergency .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  t o  be  seen.  24 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    By  then  i t  may be  too  25 
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la te .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    T rue .   Bu t ,  you  know.   3 

There  are  pro fess iona ls  in  the  f ie ld ,  o f  wh ich  4 

none  o f  us  i s  one,  t ha t  can adv i se  the  O f f i ce  o f  5 

Emergency  Management  upon the  proper  usage o f  6 

th is  th ing  and whe ther  o r  no t  what  you  say  i s  7 

t rue  o r  i s  i t  no t  t rue .  8 

 Anyway .   Leg is la to r  Kope l  and  then  9 

Leg is la to r  Wa lke r .  10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    I  jus t  wan t  to  11 

d i sagree  w i th  some o f  my  co l l eagues he re ,  s imp ly  12 

because o f  my  exper ience  w i th  th is  p rogram.   We 13 

had one jus t  severa l  weeks  ago  and  i t  was  14 

ex t remely  we l l  a t tended,  much  be t te r  a t tend ed 15 

than  I  ac tua l l y  expec ted .   I t  was  no t  s t r i c t l y  a  16 

town  ha l l  mee t ing .   I  found tha t  t he  commen ts  17 

went  bo th  d i rec t ions ,  to  the  po in t  where  pe op le  18 

came,  they  were  educated .   They  were  educat ed ,  19 

ce r ta in l y  as  to  what  the  coun ty  cou ld  do  an d  20 

cou ld  no t  do  and  who  e lse  can  do  th ings .   A t  t he  21 

same t ime,  many  peop le  came to  the  mee t ing  w i th  22 

i ssues  and  w i th  p rob lems ,  and  the  educat ion  went  23 

i n  bo th  d i rec t i ons .    24 

 I f  you  reca l l ,  qu i te  a  few  peop le  25 
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ment ioned spec i f i c  i ssues  tha t  t hey  had,  an d  you  2 

were  go ing  to  go  back  and see  i f  some o f  th ose  3 

p rob lems  cou ldn ' t  be  a l l ev ia ted .   What  was you r  4 

exper ience  w i th  tha t?   Were  you ab le  to?  5 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    Wel l ,  we passed  a  l aw  in  6 

ce r ta in  th ings ,  and we 've  reached ou t .   Som e o f  7 

the  comments ,  we 've  reached ou t  to  FEMA reg ard ing  8 

f l ood maps  and th ings  l i ke  tha t .   I  mean ,  i ssues  9 

on  cer ta in  s t ree ts ,  I  be l i eve  i t  was  the  La wrence 10 

commun i t y  tha t  we weren ' t  as  aware  as  po ten t ia l  11 

fo r  f l ood ing  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    That  was  Woodmere .  13 

 MR.  ZAUNSER:    I ’m  sor ry .   Woodmere .   14 

Leg is la to r ,  my apo log ies .   Bu t  we were  ab le  to  15 

rea l l y  now have  a  be t te r  i dea  f rom the  res i den ts  16 

on  the  g round  what  was  a f fec t i ng  them and w hat  17 

wou ld  prec ip i ta te  the i r  s t ree t  f lood ing  ou t .   And 18 

tha t ' s  someth ing  tha t  we  wou ldn ’ t  have  19 

necessar i l y  had  had I  no t  been  a t  your  comm uni ty  20 

meet ing .  21 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    So  i f  we  d idn ' t  have  22 

th is  mee t ing ,  we  wou ld  have p rob lems  g reate r  than 23 

what  we need  and  tha t  wou ld  be  a  shame.   So  these 24 

th ings  a re  va luab le .   And I  f i nd  tha t  the  25 
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feedback  i s  a  t remendous ly  good th ing .  2 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  Cha i rman,  I  3 

apo log ize .   I  j us t  wan t  to  ask  Howard  a  que s t ion .  4 

 So  you  used the  sys tem fo r  t ha t ,  t o  ge t  5 

your  mee t ing  known.  6 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    No .    7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    To  ask  peop le  to  8 

come down.  9 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    No .   Yes ,  I  mean t .  10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    To  te l l  peop le  abou t  11 

the  meet ing .  12 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    We used o the r  means 13 

to  te l l  peop le  about  the  mee t ing ,  yes .   14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .   Thank you.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Walke r .  16 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    I  have to  say  I  17 

ag ree w i th  Leg is la to r  Kope l .   I  do  th ink  yo u  have 18 

to  be  ca re fu l .   I  don ' t  th ink  you cou ld  jus t ,  you  19 

know,  you don ' t  want  to  send  messages ou t  a bou t  20 

every th ing .   I  know you t r y  ve ry  hard  to  ge t  t he  21 

word  ou t ,  word  o f  mouth .   Somet imes we  put  i t  to  22 

ou r  E-Team.   There  a re  cer ta in  th ings  - -  I  f ee l  23 

tha t ,  you  know,  espec ia l l y  now the re  wou ld  be  one 24 

cos t  f o r  eve ry th ing .   Obv ious l y ,  when there ' s  an  25 
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emergency  coming ,  a  bad s to rm,  o r  whatever ,  2 

whethe r  i t ' s  snows to rm,  hu r r i cane,  o r  whate ver ,  3 

peop le  a re  somewha t  aware  tha t ' s  go ing  on  a nyway .   4 

So  we g i ve  them spec i f i c  i n fo rma t ion ,  whate ver ,  5 

on  those  phone ca l l s .   I t ' s  no t  someth ing  y ou 'd  6 

be  do ing  on  a  da i l y  bas i s .   Even  i f  there  w as 7 

go ing  to  be ,  you  know - -  t h ings  are  tough to day .   8 

Even  i f  there  was go ing  to  be  a  job  fa i r  th a t  the  9 

coun ty  was  sponsor ing ,  I  don ' t  see  why  i t  w ou ld  10 

be  bad  to  use  tha t  sys tem s ince  i t ' s  one -pr i ce -11 

pays -a l l  t o  ge t  tha t  word  ou t .   I  know some t imes  12 

peop le  have sa id  to  me  I  f ound  ou t  about  i t  the  13 

l as t  m inu te  and  I  d id  go  bu t  I  w ished I  had  known 14 

ea r l ie r  because  I  wou ld  have  to ld  a  lo t  o f  my 15 

f r iends .   Bu t  t he  same goes fo r  those town ha l l  16 

meet ings  o r  wha tever .   Th i s  way you do  reac h  ou t  17 

to  tha t  spec i f i c  a rea  tha t ' s  i nvo l ved,  more  18 

peop le  wou ld  be  ab le  to  be  aware  o f  th ings .   L ike  19 

I  sa id ,  even  though we  put  i t  on  the  webs i t e ,  the  20 

coun ty  webs i te  and  so  on  and  so  fo r th .  21 

 I  don ' t  know the  par t i cu la rs .   I  know we  22 

had ta lked  abou t  i t  he re .   Bu t ,  you  know,  w hat  23 

ac tua l  phone  ca l l s  wou ld  be  cons idered  ab le  to  be  24 

used  under  tha t  one-pr ice-pays -a l l .  25 
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 MR.  ZAUSNER:   I  know tha t  f rom las t  week ,  2 

you know,  f rom when Mr .  De laney  tes t i f ied ,  wha t  3 

he  bas ica l l y  sa id  was tha t  FEMA on ly  requ i r es  the  4 

coun ty  to  se t  up  the  capab i l i t y  fo r  us ing  a n  5 

emergency  no t i f i ca t i on  sys tem in  the  event  o f  an  6 

emergency .   We have se t  up  tha t  capab i l i t y  so  7 

tha t  o ther  ca l l s ,  such  as  town  ha l ls  o r  i f ,  you  8 

know,  the  commiss ioner  o f  emergency  managem ent  9 

were  to  le t ' s  say  s ign  o f f  on  the  fu tu re  on  ca l l s  10 

fo r  job  fa i r s  o r  o ther  t ypes  o f  th ings ,  wou ld  be  11 

pe rm iss ib le  under  the  gran t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Thank  you .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   A l l  t hose  in  14 

favo r  o f  E -142  p lease s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  15 

 (Aye . )  16 

 Any  opposed?  17 

 (Nay . )  18 

 The i t em car r ies  w i th  four  vo tes  o f  the  19 

ma jo r i t y  i n  favo r  and th ree  vo tes  o f  t he  mi nor i t y  20 

aga ins t .  21 

 E -143 is  a  con t rac t  be tween P robat ion  and 22 

Nassau  Hea l th  Care  Corpo ra t i on  to  p rov ide  23 

med ica l ,  pha rmacy,  and  psych ia t r i c  serv i ces  to  24 

j uven i les  housed  as  the  juven i le  de ten t i on  25 
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center .  2 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 3 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  4 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  6 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  7 

 Anybody have  any  ques t ions  about  th i s?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  E-143 p lease  10 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  11 

 (Aye . )  12 

 I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  two toge the r .   E -144  13 

and E-145,  wh ich  i s  the  d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  a nd 14 

P .E.A.C.E.  a f te rschoo l  p rogram,  and the  d is t r i c t  15 

a t to rney  and  the  Town o f  Hemps tead  An ima l  16 

She l te r .  17 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 18 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  19 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Seco nd.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  21 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  22 

 Any  ques t ions  on  these  i tems?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  3 

 (Aye . )  4 

 Any  opposed?  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 The ayes  have  i t .  7 

 E -146 is  be tween  Parks  and  JC C o f  the  8 

Grea te r  F i ve  Towns ,  a  use  and  occupancy  per m i t  9 

fo r  a  spec ia l  needs day  camp in  Nor th  Woodm ere  10 

Park .   Th i s  i s  a  revenue  p roduc ing  con t rac t .  11 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 12 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  13 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  15 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  16 

 Any  ques t ions  on  th i s  one?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  21 

 (Aye . )  22 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  23 

 I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  toge ther  E- 148 ,  E-149,  24 

and E-152.   These are  cont rac ts  be tween the  25 
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Depar tment  o f  Pub l ic  Works  and  Mun ic ipa l  Te s t i ng  2 

Labora to ry  and Depar tmen t  o f  Pub l i c  Works  a nd 3 

G ibbons,  Espos i to  and Boyce,  and  the  Depar tm en t  4 

o f  Pub l i c  Works  and Hazen and  Sawyer .  5 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 6 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  7 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  9 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  10 

 I s  t he re  any  ques t ions?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  15 

 (Aye . )  16 

 A l l  th ree  i t ems  ca r ry  unan imous ly .  17 

 E -151 is  be tween  the  County  A t to rney  and  18 

Cra ig  E isenberg ,  U l t imate  Process  Server .   19 

 Cou ld  I  have  a  mot ion ,  p lease?  20 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  21 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  23 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  24 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  3 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   4 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  5 

 (Aye . )  6 

 Thank you,  Mr .  Noce l la .  7 

 The i t ems ca r ry  unan imous ly .  8 

 E -153 is  be tween  the  O f f i ce  o f  Management  9 

and Budget  and the  Nassau Coun ty  Bar  Assoc i a t i on ,  10 

to  p rov ide  ass igned counse l  t o  i nd igen t  c r im ina l  11 

de fendan ts  and cer ta in  c iv i l  l i t i gan ts  fo r  12 

$6 ,574 ,300 .  13 

 Do  I  have a  mot ion ,  p lease?  14 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  15 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  17 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  18 

 Any  ques t ions? 19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  25 
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 (Aye . )  2 

 The ayes  have  i t  unan imous ly .  3 

 You ' re  ba t t i ng  a  thousand,  Mr .  Noce l la .   4 

That 's  good.  5 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  suspend  the  ru les .  6 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    So moved.  7 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  9 

Muscare l la ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Walke r .  10 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  suspend ing  the  11 

ru les  p lease  say  aye .  12 

 (Aye . )  13 

 The ru les  are  suspended.  14 

 We now have a  cont rac t  i n  f ron t  o f  us .   15 

A -16  i s  a  cont rac t  be tween  th e  Cor rec t iona l  16 

Center  and  Rock land Bakery ,  b read and ro l l s  fo r  17 

the  co r rec t i on  cen te r .  18 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 19 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  20 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  22 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  23 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion  on  the  ro l l s?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 Any  pub l ic  comment?  2 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   3 

 Any  ques t ions  o r  pub l i c  comment?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  6 

 (Aye . )  7 

 Any  opposed?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  10 

 That 's  i t  fo r  t he  cont rac ts .   The Ru les  11 

Commi t tee  w i l l  s tand  in  recess .   Thank  you fo r  12 

coming .  13 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  recessed  14 

a t  5 :10  p .m. )  15 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  16 

reconvened  a t  6 :04  p .m. )  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ru les  is  back  in  18 

sess ion .  19 

 I  w i l l  t ake  a  mo t ion  to  suspend the  20 

ru les .  21 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    So moved.  22 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Made  by  Leg is la to r  24 

Muscare l la ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Walke r .  25 
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 A l l  those in  favor  o f  suspend ing  the  2 

ru les  p lease  say  aye .  3 

 (Aye . )  4 

 Any  opposed?  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 Ru les  are  suspended.  7 

 We ' re  now go ing  to  ca l l  i t ems  in  bu l k ,  8 

tha t ' s  been agreed  to  by  the  M inor i t y .  9 

 I t ems 461,  462,  466,  467 ,  468 ,  469 ,  470,  10 

471,  472 ,  473 ,  474 ,  475,  and  476 .   May  I  ha ve a  11 

mo t ion ,  p lease?  12 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  13 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  15 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  16 

 Any  pub l ic  comment  on  any  o f  t hose  i tems?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 Any  opposed?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )  22 

 The i t ems ca r ry  unan imous ly .  23 

 We now go to  I t em 458,  wh ich  i s  a  24 

reso lu t i on  au tho r i z ing  the  county  execut ive  to  25 
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execute  an  amendment  to  an  ag reement  be twee n  the  2 

Coun ty  o f  Nassau  and  the  L ido  and Po in t  Loo kou t  3 

F i re  D is t r i c t .  4 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 5 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  6 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  8 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  9 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  14 

 (Aye . )  15 

 Any  opposed?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 The i t ems ca r ry  unan imous ly .  18 

 459 is  a  reso lu t ion  au thor iz ing  the  19 

coun ty  execu t ive  to  en te r  in to  an  in te r -mun i c ipa l  20 

ag reemen t  w i th  the  Incorpo ra ted  V i l l age  o f  21 

Hewle t t  Neck  in  re la t i on  to  a  p ro jec t  to  ma in ta in  22 

and beau t i fy  a  por t i on  o f  a  coun ty -owned  r i gh t  o f  23 

way.  24 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 25 
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 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  4 

Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  5 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  10 

 (Aye . )  11 

 Any  opposed?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 The ayes  have  i t .   Thank  you .  14 

 464 is  an  ord inance prov id ing  fo r  a  15 

cap i ta l  expend i tu re  to  f inance  the  payment  o f  16 

ce r ta in  se t t l ed  c la ims  aga ins t  t he  County  o f  17 

Nassau ,  au tho r i z ing  $597 ,916 .76  o f  bonds  o f  the  18 

Coun ty  o f  Nassau  to  f i nance the  expend i tu re  and 19 

mak ing  cer ta in  de termina t ions  pu rsuant  to  th e  20 

S ta te  Env i ronmen ta l  Qua l i t y  Rev iew Act .  21 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 22 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  23 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  25 
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Wa lker ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  2 

 I ' d  l i ke  to  make  a  mot ion  - -  ac tua l l y ,  t o  3 

i nco rpora te  the  minu tes  o f  t he  F inance  Comm i t tee  4 

i n to  the  m inu tes  o f  th is  Commi t tee .  5 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  are  the  minu tes  6 

o f  t he  June 25,  2012  F inance  Commi t tee  meet ing  7 

pe r ta in ing  to  C lerk  I t em 464- 12) .   8 

 I t em 464-2012 i s  an  ord inance  prov id ing  9 

fo r  a  cap i ta l  expend i tu re  to  f inance  the  pa yment  10 

o f  cer ta in  se t t l ed  c la ims aga ins t  the  Count y  o f  11 

Nassau ,  au tho r i z ing  $597 ,916 .76  o f  bonds  o f  the  12 

Coun ty  to  f i nance sa id  expend i tu re .  13 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    So moved.  14 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.   15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Moved by  Leg is la to r  16 

Muscare l la ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Walke r .  17 

 I s  t he re  any  d i scuss ion  on  th i s  i t em? 18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can I  ask  a  19 

ques t ion?  20 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -21 

Wh i t ton  goes  f i r s t .  22 

 Mr .  Vo lk .  23 

 MR.  VOLK:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  Leg is la to rs .   24 

Leg is la to rs ,  th i s  i s  an  annua l  request  f o r  25 
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bond ing  fo r  a  se t t lement  tha t  goes  back  2 

2007 /2008.   I t ' s  t o  pay  o f f  a  se t t lement .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    H i .   Can  I  4 

j us t  ask  you  wha t  type  o f  se t t lement  i s  tha t?  5 

 MR.  VOLK:    Sure .   Th i s  was a  tax  ce r t  6 

se t t lement  tha t  ac tua l l y  my o f f i ce  wen t  up  to  the  7 

New York  S ta te  Cour t  o f  Appea ls  on .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  th i s  9 

i t em i s  to  bond  fo r  tax  ce r t s  fo r  th is  amou n t  o f  10 

money?  11 

 MR.  VOLK:    I t  i s  to  bond fo r  the  annua l  12 

paymen t  o f  a  tax  cer t .   That  i s  co r rec t ,  13 

Leg is la to r .  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I sn ' t  t h is  a  P ILOT?  15 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes .   I t  was  a  P ILOT.  16 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Okay .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Ques t ion .  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -19 

Wh i t ton ,  a re  you  done?  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Yes .  21 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Leg is la to r  22 

Denenberg .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    When  you  say  the  24 

annua l  paymen t  o f  a  tax  ce r t  and  then a  PIL OT,  25 
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mean ing  th is  i s  jus t  one  yea r  o f  payment  o r  was 2 

th is  the  j udgmen t  in  th i s  case?  3 

 MR.  VOLK:    No.   Th i s  i s  j us t  one year  o f  4 

paymen t .   I t  goes  th rough 2017 .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Every  year  we 6 

have  to  pay  600 ,000?  7 

 MR.  VOLK:   That ' s  what  the  Cour t  o f  8 

Appea ls  so  decreed .  9 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Can I  j us t  j ump in ,  10 

j us t  a  second?  I  th ink  th is  was  s ta r ted  be cause  11 

Mr .  Lev inson  dec ided  tha t  he  was  no t  go ing  to  12 

t rea t  the  PILOT l i ke  a  tax  ce r t  and a l low i t  t o  13 

have  judgmen ts  o r  have  g r ievances  f i led .  14 

 MR.  VOLK:    Tha t 's  - -  so r ry .  15 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Go  ahead ,  i f  you  16 

cou ld  exp la in  i t  be t te r .  17 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  apo log ize ,  Leg is la to r .   18 

That  i s  essen t ia l l y  co r rec t .   The argument  was  19 

tha t  t he  coun ty  guaran tee  d id  no t  app ly  to  P ILOT 20 

ag reemen ts ,  whereas  no rmal ly  i n  tax  ce r t s  21 

t rad i t iona l l y  i t  d id .   The  county  a t to rney ' s  22 

o f f i ce  back  then  fough t  i t  and ,  as  I  sa id ,  f ough t  23 

i t  a l l  t he  way to  the  New York  S ta te  Cour t  o f  24 

Appea ls .   I  was  be fo re  the  l eg is la tu re  l as t  year ,  25 
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my  p redecesso rs  be fo re  tha t ,  and  so  on  and so  2 

fo r th .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Does  tha t  a f fec t  4 

the  pos i t i on  tha t  we  have - -  t ha t  dec i s ion  a f fec t  5 

the  pos i t i on  tha t  the  admin i s t ra t i on  has  ta ken  6 

tha t  t he  coun ty  guaran tees  don ' t  have to  be  7 

app l ied  a t  a l l?  8 

 MR.  VOLK:    Aga in ,  t h i s  was someth ing  9 

tha t  had  been  en te red  in to  p rev ious l y .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Prev ious  to?  11 

 MR.  VOLK:    Th i s  was  en tered  in to ,  12 

Leg is la to r  Denenberg ,  as  I  sa id ,  go ing  back  to  13 

2007 ,  Cab lev i s ion  reached the  ag reemen t  w i t h  ARC.   14 

So  th i s  was ac tua l l y  done no t  by  County  Exe cut ive  15 

Mangano and h is  o f f i ce  bu t  by  h i s  p redecess o r .   16 

And we  a re  j us t  ab id ing  by  the  agreement .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    My  ques t ion  was 18 

whethe r  the  Cour t  o f  Appea ls  ru l ing  w i th  re spec t  19 

to  the  county  guaran tee ,  whe ther  tha t  wou ld  20 

a f fec t  t he  admin is t ra t ion ' s  pos i t i on .  21 

 MR.  VOLK:    Cor rec t  me  i f  I 'm  wrong,  22 

Leg is la to r .   Bu t  I  don ' t  be l i eve  the  county  23 

guaran tee  case i s  be fo re  the  New York  Sta te  Cour t  24 

o f  Appea ls  ye t .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Aga in ,  I ' l l  ask  2 

the  same ques t ion .  3 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yeah ,  p lease .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Th is  was  a  5 

dec i s ion  on  whe the r  the  coun ty  gua rantee  wo u ld  6 

have  to  be  app l i ed  to  a  P ILOT.  7 

 MR.  VOLK:    Cor rec t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  aga in ,  does  9 

the  Cour t  o f  Appea ls  dec is ion ,  wou ld  tha t  i n  any  10 

way - -  11 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Can I?   Th is  was  a  12 

dec i s ion  tha t  goes  th rough  2017,  cor rec t?  13 

 MR.  VOLK:    Cor rec t .  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Okay .   County  15 

Execut ive  Mangano 's  p lan  to  e l im ina te  the  co un ty  16 

guaran tee  I  don ' t  th ink  a f fec ts  th is  dec is i on .  17 

 MR.  VOLK:    No.  18 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    I  wou ld  th ink  tha t  19 

we  s t i l l  a re  on  the  hook  th rough  2017.  20 

 MR.  VOLK:    You  are  co r rec t ,  Leg is la to r  21 

Muscare l la .   Bu t  i t ' s  no t  necessar i l y  becau se o f  22 

the  New York  Sta te  Cour t  o f  Appea ls  dec i s io n  i n  23 

Goya  ( phonet ic ) ,  i t ' s  because  o f  t he  se t t lem en t  24 

tha t  was  en te red  in to .   There fore ,  i n  honor ing  25 
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the  se t t lemen t  the  county  gua ran tee  issue i s  2 

rea l l y  i r re levan t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  I  though t  - -  4 

why is  i t  a  se t t lement  a t  th i s  po in t .   I sn ' t  i t  a  5 

j udgment  a f te r  t he  Cour t  o f  Appea ls?   6 

 MR.  VOLK:    The  issue - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t  wen t  to  the  8 

Cour t  o f  Appea ls  - -  9 

 MR.  VOLK:    Th i s  i ssue  o f  whe the r  the  10 

P ILOT ag reemen t  i s  sub jec t  to  the  coun ty  11 

guaran tee ,  t ha t  i s  t he  i ssue  tha t  went  up  i n  Goya  12 

to  the  New York  Sta te  Cour t  o f  Appea ls .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    A f te r  we  los t  14 

there  we  se t t led  on  an  amoun t?  15 

 MR.  VOLK:    Exac t l y .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   And  then 17 

my  f ina l  ques t i on  wou ld  be  - -  I  wou ld  assume  tha t  18 

no th ing  tha t  was  wr i t t en  by  the  Cour t  o f  Ap pea ls  19 

i n  dec id ing  whe the r  the  coun ty  gua rantee  ap p l i es  20 

to  the  P ILOT wou ld  work  aga ins t  the  coun ty ' s  21 

cu r ren t  pos i t ion  w i th  respec t  to  the  county  22 

guaran tee  tha t  we don ' t  have to  app ly  i t ?  23 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  wou ld  ag ree w i th  tha t .   24 

Aga in ,  we ' re  jus t  look ing  to  honor  the  agre ement  25 
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tha t  our  p redecessors  en te red  in to .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I ’m done .  3 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    D id  you  have  4 

anothe r  ques t ion ,  Leg is la to r?  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I 'm so r ry .   6 

What  yea r  i s  th i s  represen t ing?  7 

 MR.  VOLK:    Th i s  cur ren t  yea r  i s  f o r  - -  8 

excuse  me,  11 /12 .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  the  10 

p r io r  years ,  have they  a l ready  been pa id?  11 

 MR.  VOLK:    I t  i s  my  unders tand ing  tha t  12 

they  have been .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Okay .  14 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  o the r  15 

ques t ions?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 Thank you,  Mr .  Vo lk .  18 

 MR.  VOLK:    Thank you.  19 

 CHAIRMAN NICOLELLO:    Any  pub l ic  comment?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 A l l  those in  favor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Those opposed? 24 

 (Nay . )  25 
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 I t  passes  by  a  vo te  o f  f ou r  to  th ree .  2 

 (Whereupon ,  the  fo l l ow ing  is  t he  3 

cont inua t ion  o f  the  minu tes  o f  t he  June 25,  2012  4 

Ru les  Commi t tee  meet ing . )  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Any  ques t ions?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  10 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Wai t  a  minu te .   11 

Th is  i s  the  i tem tha t  was f rom 2008,  a  se t t l emen t  12 

under  Lev inson tha t  was bonded  under  2008,  bonded 13 

in  2009,  bonded  in  2010,  bonded in  2011,  bu t  now 14 

in  2012 the  F inance Commi t tee  vo ted  - -  t he  15 

m ino r i ty  i n  the  F inance Commi t tee  vo ted  aga ins t  16 

i t .   I s  tha t  the  i tem we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t?  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I s  t ha t  t he  i t em 18 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t?  19 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes ,  Leg is la to r .  20 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Than k  you .   21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Who sa id  yes?  22 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  d id .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    There  you  are .   24 

That 's  t he  i t em we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t?  25 
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 MR.  VOLK:    Yes ,  Leg is la to r .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Te l l  me ,  on  3 

th is  i tem,  why i s  i t  a  necess i ty  fo r  t he  cou nty  4 

to  pay  th i s  a t  a l l ?  5 

 MR.  VOLK:    So tha t  I  unders tand  you r  6 

ques t i on  r igh t ,  Leg is la to r .   Why  i s  i t  a  7 

necess i t y  to  pay  i t?  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yes .  9 

 MR.  VOLK:    We entered  in to  an  agreement  10 

i n  2007 tha t  we  wou ld  pay  i t  on  - -  pay  annua l  11 

i ns ta l lmen ts .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Why d id  we  do tha t?  13 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  be l i eve  i t  was  to  se t t le  a  14 

l i t i ga t i on  pend ing  an  ou tcome a t  t he  New Yo rk  15 

S ta te  Cour t  o f  Appea ls .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And why was there  17 

l i t i ga t i on?  18 

 MR.  VOLK:    The  issue was whe the r  P ILOT 19 

ag reemen ts  were  sub jec t  to  the  county  guara n tee .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Was i t  t he  fa i lu re  o f  21 

the  then - tax  assesso r  - -  I 'm  hav ing  my  memor y  22 

re f reshed.   I t  was  the  pos i t i on  o f  t he  cur r en t  23 

tax  assessor ,  Harvey  Lev inson ,  tha t  those 24 

expend i tu res  were  no t  cove red  under  the  25 
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guaran tee ,  resu l t i ng  i n  the  l awsu i t .  2 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  be l i eve  tha t  i s  co r rec t .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And tha t  l awsu i t  4 

resu l ted  i n  th i s  se t t l emen t .  5 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes ,  Leg is la to r .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wh ich  br ings  these  7 

i t ems fo rward  each  yea r .  8 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes ,  Leg is la to r .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Fo r  how long?  10 

 MR.  VOLK:    Unt i l  2017 .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    In  v iew o f  t he  fac t  12 

tha t  t he  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  gua rantee  has  been  13 

repea led ,  e f fec t ive  2014  - -  2 013 ,  does  tha t  14 

change  any  o f  t h is?   15 

 MR.  VOLK:   I  don ' t  be l ieve  so ,  16 

Leg is la to r .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And tha t ' s  because  18 

i t ' s  a  se t t l emen t?  19 

 MR.  VOLK:    Because o f  t he  se t t l emen t ,  20 

yes .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm no t  a  lawyer .   22 

I 'm a  layman .   I s  i t  f a i r  to  say  tha t  Harve y  23 

Lev inson  caused  us  to  be  i n  th is  pos i t ion?  Th is  24 

i s  t he  se t t l emen t  o f  a  l awsu i t .  25 
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 MR.  VOLK:    Th i s  i s  paymen t  on  a  2 

se t t lement  o f  a  lawsu i t .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    What  happens  i f  th is  4 

doesn ' t  pass  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re?  5 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  wou ld  imag ine  tha t  t he  6 

coun ty  wou ld  need to  f ind  fun ds  f rom some o t he r  7 

source  to  pay  i t .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Here  we go  aga in .  9 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes ,  s i r .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   So  they ' re  11 

go ing  to  make  anothe r  sw ipe  a t  t ry ing  to  pu sh the  12 

coun ty  i n to  d isa r ray .   Okay .  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I  have a  ques t ion .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yes ,  s i r .   Leg is la to r  15 

Wink .  16 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Vo lk  - -  17 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes .  18 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    D id  you  know in  19 

September  2011 tha t  th is  i tem was go ing  to  have 20 

to  be  pa id  i n  the  ca lendar  yea r  2012 ,  as  pa r t  o f  21 

the  2012  budget?  22 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  t h ink  tha t ' s  a  fa i r  23 

s ta temen t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Do you th ink  they  knew 25 
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in  Sep tember  2010 tha t  i t  wou ld  have  to  be  pa id  2 

i n  the  2011 ca lendar  yea r?  3 

 MR.  VOLK:    Perhaps.   We l l ,  l e t  me  ask  4 

you a  ques t ion ,  Leg is la to r  W ink .   When  you say  do  5 

you th ink  we  knew or  do  I  th ink  they  knew,  who  6 

a re  we  re fe r r ing  to?  7 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    By  we ,  I  mean  the  8 

empi r i ca l  Nassau  County .  9 

 MR.  VOLK:    I ’m  so r ry?  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    The  emp i r i ca l  we,  11 

Nassau  County .  12 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  wou ld  assume somebody knew.  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    So,  i n  o th e r  words ,  14 

somebody  knew tha t  t h i s  se t t l ement  had  been  made  15 

and chose no t  t o  budge t  fo r  i t  i n  2011  o r  2 012 ,  16 

and ins tead dec ided to  re l y  upon  bor rowing  17 

because i t  was  a  p ro ra ted  or  an  e longa ted 18 

se t t lement  ra the r  than  a  known budge tab le  i t em 19 

fo r  opera t ing  expenses .  20 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  t h ink  tha t ' s  an  un fa i r  21 

ques t ion  to  ask  me ,  Leg is la to r .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Wel l ,  I 'm  ask ing  you 23 

s imp ly  do  you  th ink  the  coun ty  knew tha t  th ey  24 

were  go ing  to  have  to  pay  th i s  i n  2012 .  25 
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 MR.  VOLK:    Do I  t h ink  they  knew tha t  a  2 

paymen t  was due?   Yes ,  I  t h ink  tha t ' s  a  fa i r  - -  I  3 

th ink  tha t ' s  fa i r .   Do  I  t h ink  tha t  somebod y  knew 4 

how i t  was  go ing  to  ge t  pa id?   Aga in ,  you k now,  5 

as  I  sa id  ea r l i e r  today ,  I 'm  not  i nvo l ved i n  6 

budget ing .  7 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    And  I  app rec ia te  tha t .   8 

I 'm no t  ask ing  you  to  op ine  on  tha t .   My  po in t  i s  9 

s imp ly  th i s  was  a  known expense,  whereas  ma ny o f  10 

the  th ings  tha t  we ' re  asked on  a  rou t i ne  ba s is  -  11 

o r  apparen t l y  on  an  annua l  bas is  i n  the  cas e  o f  12 

2011  -  t o  budge t  fo r  j udgmen ts  and  se t t l eme n ts ,  13 

a re  no t  necessa r i l y  an t i c ipa ted  in  tha t  yea r .   14 

Th is ,  on  the  o ther  hand,  has  been an t i c ipa t ed  15 

s ince  2008 .  16 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes ,  i t ' s  an t i c ipa ted ,  bu t  17 

the  annua l  payments  a re  a  func t i on  o f  the  t ax  18 

ra te  and  i t ' s  ve ry  tough  in ,  say ,  2008  o r  20 09  to  19 

know wha t  the  tax  ra te  i s  go ing  to  be  in  20 12 or  20 

2013 .    21 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Fa i r  enough .   Fa i r  22 

enough .   But  we  knew a  l iab i l i t y  wou ld  ex is t  i n  23 

2012  i s  s imp ly  my po in t  in  th i s .  24 

 MR.  VOLK:    I  t h ink  tha t ' s  a  fa i r  25 
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s ta temen t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Thank  you.  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Muscare l la .  4 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    I  have a  5 

ques t ion .   Was i t  bonded  in  2008?  6 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes .  7 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Was  i t  bonded  in  8 

2009?  9 

 MR.  VOLK:   I  be l ieve  so .  10 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Was  i t  bonded  in  11 

2010?  12 

 MR.  VOLK:   I  be l ieve  so .  13 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Was  i t  bonded  in  14 

2011?  15 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes .  16 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Thank  you .  17 

 MR.  VOLK:    Okay .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Any  pub l i c  19 

comment?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 A l l  those in  favor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Any  opposed?  24 

 (Nay . )  25 
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 The i t em car r ies  by  a  vo te  - -  i t  car r i es  2 

commi t tee  by  a  vo te  o f  f ou r  vo tes  o f  t he  ma jor i t y  3 

aga ins t  th ree  vo tes  o f  t he  m inor i t y .  4 

 MR.  VOLK:    Thank you,  Leg is la to r .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' l l  see  you back  a t  6 

the  nex t  mee t ing  o f  the  Leg is la tu re ,  I 'm  su r e .  7 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes ,  s i r .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Vo lk ,  when  you  9 

come back  cou ld  you have  a  l i t t l e  more  10 

documenta t ion  a long the  l i nes  o f  t he  ques t i ons  11 

tha t  Mr .  Muscare l l a  and I  asked tha t  cou ld  be  12 

submi t ted  to  the  record ,  l i ke  when  i t  was  b onded ,  13 

the  da te  i t  was  bonded ,  how much  i t  was  fo r .  14 

 MR.  VOLK:    Ac tua l l y ,  I  cou ld  p robab ly  15 

p rov ide  some o f  tha t  f o r  you r igh t  now.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  no .   I t ' s  in  the  17 

backup .   But  a t  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re ,  when a l l  19  18 

members  are  p resen t ,  we don ' t  a l l  have  tha t  19 

backup .   Jus t  make  sure  you have  i t  then .  20 

 MR.  VOLK:    Sure .   Yes ,  s i r .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  22 

 I s  t he re  any  o ther  bus iness  t o  come 23 

be fo re  the  Ru les  Commi t tee?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  ad journ .  2 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  ad journ ing  say  aye .  3 

 (Aye . )  4 

 We ' re  ad journed .   5 

  (Whereupon ,  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  ad journed 6 

a t  6 :14  p .m. )  7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  2nd  day  o f  Ju l y ,  2012.  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


